sere ee Lr ee 


- 
it “TO THE 
: . yy 
REP OB Tos 
or Wi 4 
COMMITTEE or ied 
or THE 4 
EAST INDIA COMPANY, 


ON THE SUBJECTS OF 


SALTPETRE AND GUNPOWDER. 


SoS 


MOST RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED TO TRE ie AN 


ayant HON. tax LORDS ov rae COMMITTEE or crane COUNCIL ros TRADE, 


> oe 


BY THE GUNPOIRDER jeatseg or LONDON. 


ae ye 


LOa.p © B.-*, — 
* , 
PRINTER FOR }. DEDAETT, PICCADILLY; )OUM MURRAY, PLESST-OTREBT) 


AWD W. RECHAR DION, ROYAL EXCHAMOE. 


——__ 
[rasce oms-snitaawe.] 





"THE London Manuracrurens of Guxfownrn having been 
grofly and unjuftitiably attacked, in a printed Report trom a 
Commirree of Warenouses of the Bast Inora Company, in 
terms which tend to injure their characters, both as manufacturers. 
and merchants; they humbly prefume to requeft the indulgence 
of your Lardfhips to a plain, but die&t, refutation of every 
charge which the Company have thought proper to bring 
againft them. 

The Report is ftated to arife ** in confequence of a Memo- 
sia} prefented to your Lordthips by the Manuracturzas of 
« Gumpowper, and other commodities made ons e." 
‘Wipereas the fact is, and it is worthy of remark, ith. 
ftanding other Dealers in Saltpetre, by Memorial, July 16, 1792, 
petitioned your Lordthips, the Manufaéturers of Gunpowder 
alone, are the fceming objets of the indignation of the East 
Inna Company. 

The apparent reafon of this unwarrantable attack upon the 
private concerns, and the public charaffer of the Manuracturras 
of Guwpowpzr, appears to be, becaufe they have with great 
fubmiffion, prefumed, from time to time, wo ftate to your Lord- 
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fhips the peculiar brievances they have forced to filbmit 
to, in confequence of the improper exgrtion of the Company's 
monopolizing power in the article of 3 and your Lord- 
Mhips having, in your wifdom and difoernment, grounded on the 
eft fources of information, thought proper to recommend the 
bufinefs in queftion to the confideration of Parliament, 

Therefore the refentment of te, Company is now diretted- 
againft the Manurafrurers of Gunrowner, while the wHo.e 
LrorsLature is indfreétly charged with becoming acceffaries te 
their mifconduét, filym having pafled an Ad, as the Report 
ftates, “* Laying reftriftions injurious both t the Company and 
«< the Public, and tending only to the private advantage of 
«« —fpom ten to twenty individuals.”"—Thefe are their own in- 
genuous words. 

How far the individuals, thus wrongfully charged, ever had 
the effrontery to diftase a line of conduct to your Lordthips— 
how much they were concerned in framing, or even knowing 
the Acr in-queftion, till it was brought into the House of Com- 
mons, and what weight they could pofflbly have in influencing 
the deliberations of that Hovfe—they fubmit to the knowlalge 
and reghllep%on of your Lord{hips. 

It is‘‘arther afferted, in the printed Report, that the Mavu- 
eactuRers are diffatisfied wich that Act of Parttament; which, 
the Rarort fays, was paffed * for their private advantage,” and 
where the ingratitude, thus ftared, moft be moft ungrateful in- 
deed. Bur the truth is, that fo far from being diffatisfied with 
the Act, they entertain a proper, and a juft fenfe of your Lord- 
‘fhips’ attention, and of the relief which the Legiflarure has en- 
.@eavoured to afford chem. 
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‘Their di from the in of the Lzois- 
rarore being vated ever fince thay Act was palied, as 
will appear by the mt; buc it-may pro- 


ceed, es the Company » * from thé unfettied ftare of 
affairs in Europe,” or, what is more probable, from the neglect 
of the Company in not providing themfelves with a fufficient 
quantity of Salrpetrre—the Mptroractunsns do not pretend to 
decide. 


The obfervations which fir&t follow, andjwhith they refpect= 
felly fubmit co your Lorthips, chiefly confing themfelves to 


THE ARTICLE OF SALTPETRE, 


The Company would gladly imprefs the Public with an idea, . 
thar felling the article on the terms intended by the Acr would 
be a lofa co them. The various caltulations in your Lordthips’ 
pofleffion, the Manufa¢turers truft, are: a politive proof to the 
contrary. Yet nocwithftanding this wilh, and as if to put an im- 
mediate negative on their own ftarement, feveral of the Dinsce 
torn have, at different times, declared. it.would be a wife mea~ 
ure “ to make London the grand depot-for S: ,q and te 

& which proper purpofe, they affured the Cont» that 
inftruétions had actually been fent to the Fadtors in Cancutra 
to put five thoujand bags on board.each (ip in lieu of three thou- 
fand, the vfual quantity; and then, the refult of this affurance, 
and this order, is fomewhar curious—the only fhips, viz. the 
Ganozs, the Europa, and Gansxar Govparn, arrived from 
Bingal shis feafon, fubfiitute Sugar, aud some bome without any 
Saltpetre at all! 

The Report then ftates boldly and thort—* that whether the 
* price of Saltpepre be 8o/. or 31/. per tonethe real confump- 
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«tion by the Makers of Gunpomder fll be nearly she fame.” 
To avoid trouble} the” pleafanteft is, that of the 
Diaecrors fi 5 who, in ‘No. 2 and 3, very 
kindly take pains to prove by figures, hoy much they are mif- 
taken, For it is to be noted, that the 'firft reduétion in the 
price of Powder took place in the year 1783, and the quantity 
exported in that year is in proportion of three to one, 
From that period tlt increafed export is progreffive, and in the 
years 1789 and 170, when the prices were at the loweft, thar 
fame unfortunate proves, that the exportation was far 
greater’ than in any récited in that account. What the ex- 
portation may be ineréafed to, when the petre can be bought at 
thirty-one fhillings per hundred (the manife/t intention of the Le- 
giflature) the confurhers have noe yet had the opportunity ef ry 
ing. Why they have bad no fuch opportunity is—that she 
qvantity put up -hae-beex fo fmail, that the number of bi 
have upheld the price to the great injury of the Manvfattarers 
and the Public, who shavé by thefe means, as the Report fates, 
* never been able to participate ia the advantages they had 
**' peafon to expe from the hoped-for reduétion in the price of 
« $a) yeofor although the duty paid by the Company, 
ered 75 od. per cw was reduced to 34. only, in Sqep- 
teniber, 1791, in-confequence of the Confumers’ application, yet 
from the -uhappy Appendix, No. 3, it appears, that notwith- 
Stating Petre was put up on the fisft of Scpeember, 1791, and at 
each fucoseding fale, st thirty-one shillings, as compelled by Pax- 
ttamenr, the Company, from @ larger quantity not being put 
up, alone received the benefit, 
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PAE A pide Ti+ room Appen » No. 4. 
179%. September S: Avefage of the Sale 
? z received by the Company, 
“‘putupat = - £2 3 98 
1792. March, 
putup - jt aus 
September, 
putup - 3 3.7 10 


The Manvsacrurans fee with pleafure fromm the Comsrrran’s 
Report, * thar Salepetre is very abundantJand very cheep at 
“ Bengel, indeed in ne other part of the world fo cheap.” This, 
at might be imagined, would leffen the Company's fears of Jeng 

aauhe commodity. And again they add, “ but whatever eftablith- 
“ gent the mulitary governments of Europe have hitherto made, 
‘ go procure a fupply, the demand in time of war exceeding 
“« geperal calculation, the miliary governments have conftantly 
«© been under the neceflity of having recodrfe to the powers in amity 
“ with them-—particularly the Dutch.” 

The anfwer on the part of the Manufacturers is this: Although 

nis Majasty’s Minifters in time of war, very properd jbit.che 
“Sxportation of Gunpowder, Saltpetre, Sc. &&c. yet wren py 

to whet purpof they are to be applied, they grant i for 
fa doing. Reltdes, till very larely, Gazat Bartars has beer in 
profgund peace, while omasy other powers on the Continent wero 
@ugaged.in war, and were fupplied /argely from Great Britain, 
nopmm@bitanding the Repost ftascs, “ ig was merely accidental and 


“ net worth nesice,” 
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The Mawuradforens are indeed realy to allow, that she fupe 
ply of foreign ety has been i 
would have been,dhad the Acr LIASRNT Operated with iss 
full effect. But arreference to 






Commrrren, “ thay the Manufadtbrers have a different object in 
“* view, than that gf a fair competition with foreigners.” 

The afperfion, ‘$rhat the African fhyps proceed to partson the 
Continent for the plrpofe of avoiding the enprmous prices exeiied 
from them at home,” will, they flatter themfelves, appear an 
unjuftifiable calumny, when it is known, there are feveral large 
and extenfive Powder-Mills, at or near Liverroor, Baristas 
Kenna. in Weftmoreland, ail other places totally unconnected’ 
with, and indeed in complete rivalfhip with the Lowpon Manu- 
racturers; and which are employed from their. fituation in fup~ 
plying the African markets, and having little or no other bufiaels, 
would certainly vend their commodities on the moft moderate 
terms, rather than ftand idle, and fee their, trade tranfporeed to 
Hoiigyp. 

T 18, the prices of Salrpetre at.the Company's fales hawe 
been fo enormcus (an epithet which perfectly becomes the’ ule) 
and bave fa little correfponded with the information obtained from ather 
quarters, that while che Dotcr Maeufadlurers were purchafing the 
raw materials in theis own Country at 255. to 35s. per cwt. under 
the Company's prices, it has been wicerly impoffible for the. Britifh 
Powder-Maker to vend his article upon equal terms. 

The Report of the Commitraz of Waxrnousss, which with cu- 
rious fophittry fometimes inclines to argue on both fides of the quef- 
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fhare of ignorance both fides, in 
attributing the inc! of Powder (which Ancreafed fale, in 
iti i jowledge) co the great number 
« Baltic and the Fifheries.” Now, to 
though perhaps not to the 
Comuarran of Wanenouses, thal the quantity cach veffel takes 
in peaceable times is fo fmall, to exceed one or two barrels 
each, and many go without any at all. 
The Committee declare—* That they do nck mean to refift as 
« general principle, thar the importation of rjw materials ought 
« to be free.” With their accuftomed liberality, however, to the 
confumers of Saltpetre, they fecm anxious to’ feclude that com- 
modity from the general rule: For while they contend, * that 
‘Ssahkis fpecies of Commerce is fo interwoven with the exiftence of 
«the Empire in Inpra, 28 to render its eparation impratticable,” 
with wonderful facility they diffolve this clofe union in Bencat, to 
accommodate every nation but their own; and although the im- 
portation of Saltpetre is prohibited to the Britith confumer, fo- 
reigners of every defcription have the privilege of purchafing 
from the Company unlimited quantities at Catcurta, which they 
convey to their refpettive markets in their own botitms, to the 
gréatemolument of their thipping, and manifeft injury ot tieNa- 
vigatic ? ™d Induftry of Great Britain. 
Thus, while the Committee are labouring to prove, that thetPus- 
Jie are interefted in their caufe ; that the benefit of the Public is s their 
fole with ; that the Public mutt fuffer if they cannot monopolize 
this thow of anxiety for the Public is in truth for their own advan- 
tage, and they are thinking only of themfelves ; difcouraging the 
Manufaéturer, and injuring the Kingdom at large, 
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intelligent perfons, it is 
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The Commicthe affert, f* the arti P 
© ronfidered = exclufive product, fbecaple it is found in every 
“ Country,” yet with their uf proceed to ftate it is 
uirtally fo, fiom the very low price it is Purchafed at in Bencat, 
andthe very high price it wil uced elfewhere. Then, 
as wighing to prove their jultice{by an amiable fpirit of analogy— 
they intimate, that as Spain ap priates a confiderable revenue 
from the exclufivg produé of Cocuinear, Saltpetre might be 
equally profitable ubder the inquifitorial meafures of LeapEnwati- 
Sixrer. : 

Norwithftanding the ftacement in the Report, that when Saltpetre 
was at 80/. per ton, there was no complaint of illicit trade, the 
Manufacturers prefume it is not to be controverted, thes wher 
Petre was fo ngh in price, larger quantities were fmuggied into the 
kiagdom, and much that was entered at the Cusrom-Houss under 
the denomination of Ewropean Petre, at the low duties of 21. 3d. 
per cwe. thofe who weresacquainted with the article, were of opi- 
mon that it was brought from India. Much was alfo imparted in 
the difguifed ftate of Sal Prunella, at a duty only of 25. Such prac- 
tives afforded Jarge gains to the illicic trader; but the moment 
Conny, Materially reduced their prices, this mode of ig, 
was an end, and the Balt India fales were propectionably in 
creafed, 

The Commrrrzs are plealed to call an “ exaggerated quentity,” 
‘what the Manufacturers conceive might be the demand for Salt- 
petre in this Country; but the ManufaGurers firmly believe the 
anual importation from India in foreign thips, by fair or unfair 
meaps, fully amounts to.4,500 tons, 

The above obfervations chiefly confine theméelves to the erticle of 
Salipetre. It may, however, give a clearer view of the fubject, 

oo 







Saltpetre cannot be 
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to offer a few fartheremarks on oa Powder in the 
precife order which the féport takes up, the pdges of which Shall 
be quoted, as the refetation of fhem proceeds. 





ANSWERS TO THE printrp REPORT. 


WITH REFBRENCE TO THE PARTICULAR PAGES 


— Page g.—In page g. the prices of Powder are named as given 
in by the Manufaéturers; bur it is a ttle remarkable, that the firft 
price and difount quoted fhould both be erronecus—Inflead of 
b. Powder being at 4/. 74. 64. per Barrel in March 1784, the real 
price then was only 2/. 155. and the ditcount allowed was, not 3, 
but 6 per cent. Thele are trifling errors when compared with 
“the enormous profits” which the Manufacturers are afterwards 

a Tepross hed with, however, the nearer the approach, to truth in 
watters ot calculation, she better, and, as the Commit yee y¢qnark 
that ‘*thele prices by no means correipond with the information ob- 
tained from other quarters,” it would have been well to have pro- 
cured the mofl authentic intelligence, which might have been 
found to be ay now ttared. 

Page 10—The Comsurrer appear to have confuled themfclves 
(and probably the reader fill snore) by (taung, 1 page 10, the 
pines given in by tie Manufa@urers to be confiderably under 
thofe actually charged to the Coupany, and to Owni +s of Sains. 
This fees tu have aren from not adverting to the known and 
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eftabliihed difference in, price at all times aetween various forts of 
Powder, proportionate to the at ties, 

In Page 9, the .price of F, lec if-1784, is {tated to be 
4.75, 6d. per Barrel, In Page'10, the fate for the fame year is 
ftated to be only 3/. 15s. and arged to the Company, 
4l. 145. 

The Committe sherefore dottrlefs conceive, that all charge 
above 3/. 155. per Bhrrel, was fo much impofinon, becaufe they 
have not borne in (ind, that Tower Proof Powder never was, or 
could be, fold at theYame rate as the fort denominated fingle F. 

Page 11—Prefents to an attentive obferver, a jumble of errors, 
feldom to be met with in fo fmall a compaf. In attempting to 
climate the difference in value of the raw materials, and of Pow- 
dev, a very fallacious gue" 1. formed of the refpective quantities of 
of the 3 ingredients ufed in the compofiuon. 

The Committee manifeft, in a pretty glaring point of view, 
their opinion of the quantum of honefly which the Manvfacturer 
poffeffes (at the ume of mixing his materials) by their fuppofing his 
avarice will not permit him to put more than 60 pounds of crurr 
Savregrre igo the compofition of 100 pounds of powder—They 
muft imagine, thar thefe 60 pounds are thrown, ‘ with if 
their imperfections," into the mafs; for if drofs were to be pre- 
vioufly extraéled, 20 pounds of Charcoal, and the like quantity 
of Brimftone, would not make the Barrel of Powder weigh 
quite enough to pleafe a Purchafer 5 but (whatever the CommiTTEr 
may think) the Manufacturer certainly has made one difcovery, 
viz, that Dirt cannot be admitted as a fourth ingredient in the com- 
pofition. 

The feale having been laid dawn (though far from a true one) 


on which calculanons are formed, it is needful in this place to 
conform 






(33 
conform to it, in afder to examine the conclufions chat are 
drawn. 

Taking the firft efimate at od. gs. rid. ‘and the fecond at 
1d. 65. 4d. as ftared, the difference in value of raw materials is 
declared to be no lef cent. Differences of opinion 
among the wifeft muft often ptevail in this life; but queftions 
which a few figures can determine, need not long be objects 
of difpure. The occufed Manvracturers did noc think it pof- 
Gble that 65 per cent. fhould be fet down ift fo plain a manner, 
without expecting to find (ro their great moftification) that ftate- 
ment to be a faci; but after exercifing their humble faculties in 
fearch of the truth, they cannot difcover the difference between 
OL 4s. tid. and sf. 61. 4d. to amount to more than 41) per 
cent. 

If the Commerrir, on revifion of the calculation, Mould find 
that 41} approaches nearly to the truth, they, no doubr, will 
have the goodnefs to credit the Powder: Maker in account for an 
over-charge of 23! per cent. of extortion brought againft him. 
175. 6d. and 4/. 25. 6d. are Mated as the prices of Powder 
at the two periods of eftimating the value of the new myerial:, 
and the difference ty faid co be 18 per cent. but that cffference 
will be found to be not quite 16 per cent, 

This is mentioned juft to thew that accuracy 1s not the dif. 
tinguithing feature of the Report. 

After having pointed out the falfe conclufions drawn from the 
Commirtii's own flatements, it may be proper to fuggelt a re- 
mark or two on the manner of quoting the prices of powder. 
‘The price fir named (in page 9) ts that of F. powder, therefore 
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all fubjequent calculations thould be on that particular Jort, in 
order to draw a fair and juft inference. The prices of that fort 
for fundry years ate accordingly quoted in the following page, 
as faid to be given in by the. Manvfagturers; and againft the years 
fpecified, are put, in two coke atone rates, as {aid to be 
charged to the Company and‘to Owners of Suirs. Perfons 
unacquainted with the powder trade would be led to infer from 
hence, that the Manufacturers were guilty of juggle and im- 
pofition, ur thofeywho are at all converfant with the ‘article, 
well know (as has Been already hinted) that various forts, fupe- 
nor in quality to fiagle F. are always in courfe fold at higher 
rites, which rates are advanced or ieduced in exact proportion 
to the tiling or falling price af F powder ; and the Company ast 
Owinis of (Tudia) ships, being always fupplied with powder 
superior in quality to the fort thus denominated, it follows that 
the prices inferted in the firft column of page 10, muft not be 
quoted as the Nandard” valve of the forts which they have 
purchattd, 

In order to form a comparative eflimate of che value of Pow- 
der, agt of the Raw Materials, the price of the former muft 
not béAxcd at 4/171. 6d. (as in page rr) for the year 1783, 
but at 4/. 71. 6d. (the firft price mentioned in page 10) at which 
a barrel of F. powder was then fold,t deducting a difcount of 
6 per cent. And in 1789, after Saltpetre had been fold at 
34.185, 6d, the price of F. was not 3/. 125. 64. (as flated in page 
10) but was reduced to g/. ras. per barrel, with a difeount of 
to per cent. taken off. The true ftatement theretore will 
be as follows: 


In 
+ Inthe early part of that year. 
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In 1783, F.powderat — 4. 7 6 — lef 
Difcount 6 per cent. is — 4 2 3 — perbarrei, 


In 1789, F. powderat — £310 0 
Lefé 10 per cent. difcount, is 3 3 @ — per barrel. 


Difference in value of Kaw Materials — 41f per cent. 
of Powder — — 23! per cent. 


The Comairtre's eftimate of difference againft the Manu- 
facturer is flated to be (as 65 to 18) 47° per cent.; but the 
Manufacturer thinks hinfelf warranted in safferting that differ- 
ence to be no more than (as 41} to 23}) 174 per cent, adinitting 
“ta this place their owa valuation of materials. 

If the patient Reader can difcover no mif-ftarement, or falfe- 
cafting, tn what has now been offered—and if in a charge of 
talung an unjult gan of 47 per cent. that charge can be 
clearly reduced one-half, he will be ‘candid enough to grant, 
thar the Manvractrners are but in half the degree thofe 
rogues in gram which the Report would infinuate. 

After having fhown the difference of 47 per cent, alledged 
to be againft the Manufacturer (in page 11) to be ~gally no 
more than 171, the calculations in the two following pages, it 
may be yrefumed, are not fet forth with great precifion. 

The Rrvort (without any pretence to real knowledge in the 
hufinef\) having frft fated the refpeétive quantities of the raw 
manrials fed, it then, as confidently fers forth an eftimate of 
« the lofs of weight in refining the Petre, walte which the other 
+ articles may be fubjeét to, labour, incidental charges of every 
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« kind, including rifk”"all of which is Rt down at 134. 64. per 
barrel; an, cftimate grofsly falfe, and thort of the aétual expen- 
diture and cofts. The Manuracruacrs, however, will not at 
this jun@ure avail themfelves of the advantage they fhould ac~ 
quire by ftating the exact quantities ufed of each material in 
the compofiion, and of the aofts of workmanfhip; becaufe 
they mean not to be drawn unwarily to give information to Gen- 
riimix, who recommend to the ferious attention of the Court, 
the eftablifhing Mills for making Gunpowder. Such pewes fut 
rrvals sm trade mutt Submit to acquire the knowledge of their new 
occupation, as others have done before them, by long and 
dear-bought experience, 

If the prices of powder had been quoted truly in pages ye 
and 13 for the years 1783 and 178g, viz. im 1783 at 4/. 25. 3d. 
per barrel, aud in 178g at 3/. 3s. per barrel (as has Leen noted 
above) the Commirres’s eftimates, after their own mode of cal- 
culation, muft have ftatéd shat they call the protic for home 
contumption barely at 41/. inftead of 62/. per cent. on prime 
cot in 1783, and on prime coft in 178g abour 61/. inftead of 
yor. per cent.~ ach ftatement muft alfo allow a farther deduc- 
tion of 23 per cent. for foreign orders. The bounty of 45. 6d. 
per barrel muft be wholly thrown out of cach eftimate, the Ma- 
NUTACTURIRS never in any inftance having received a penny 
of it to their own emolument; it being notorious that the Mir- 
cHanT who buys and exports he powder, always takes to him- 
felf the full benefit of that allowance; the proof of which, /ome 
of the GentLemen who have figned the Report, might readily 
have found in ¢heir own counting-bou/es, 

In 
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In page 12, it is d€clared thar the Company's Petre ‘has not 
for many years refracted, on an average, 5 per cent. Ther 
fale-papers for the laft year (which contin all the refractions 
hitherto publifhed) will evince how far that afferuion is founded. 
Subjoined 1s a ft of fhops (copred fiom the fale-papers) the 
number of bags put up to fale by each hip, and the refraétion 
of the Petre by thofe fhips, viz. 
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Mancn Satz, 1792. 





Bags. Refrattion. 

Per Ponfborne _ 627 4 percent. 
‘Winterton =- 697 4i 
Houghton — 1106 4t 

2412 
Marci Sate, 1792. 

Per Francis _ — 2713 15h 
Princefs Royal , _ 797 7 
Earl Chefterfield - 1007 51 
Prncefs Royal - 1046 SE 
Princefs Anvehia  — — 3495 1} 
Rodney — — 3494 8 
Prince William Henry — 2986 St 
William Pie = =— — 29218 5} 

Sipremsacr Sane, 1792. 

Per Hawke — --- 3498 at 
Lear] Fitzwilliam _ 3374 7 
Warren Elattings sae 4000 (cH 
Worcefter - wer 1056 
Deptford = — 443 i 
Queen = — $449 att 
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Tc appears from this extraét, that of 17 thips, 3 of them (contain- 
ing 2412 Bags) are at refra€tions under § per cent. and 14 of them 
{containing 40,459 bags) are at refractions akove § per cent.; the 
excefs of difference on the Petre (fuperior to the ftandaid) being 
1 per cent; and the excels of difference on the Petre (inferior to 
the ftandard) being 10 } per cent, 

Te muft be fubmuitted to the reader, whether the remaiks now 
offired have not hewn inconteitibly, that the eftimates and ftate- 
ments in the Repost are drawn up in a very erroneous manner, and 
therefore unwarrantably to the diladvantage of the Powder-Maker ; 
however, if the attack be weak, the labour of more ferious defence 
is faved. 

Though the paral and incorreét eftimares m the Report would 
infer, that a much greater profic has accrued to the Manufacturer in 
and fince the year 1789, than in the year 1783, yet they muft 
infift, that they do not now derive more advantage fiom the fale 
of a Barrel of Powder, than they did when the price of Petre was 
for a feries of years at 4/. os. 6d. 

Tt 1s well known that every fort of Powder, without exception, 
1) much fuperivr in quality to what was made 10 or 15 years ago. 
The Confumers of the artucle have gradually grown more nice in 
their difcernmeut, and have required degrees of flrength, and other 
requilites, beyond what they were formerly fatisfied with, The 
confequence has been, that more expenfive modes of purifying the 
Several materials have been adopted, and much more ume and la- 
bour beftowed on the workmanfhip in every ftage of we The 
greater degree of flrength enhances in proportion the degree of 1 i/k 
inthe courfe of manufacture, whicu mult be obvious to the fightelt 
reflection; and when accidents happen, which the greateft pru- 
dence cannot wholly prevent, the deftruction of the works, and the 
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lofs of hyman life, are evils for which the few filings and pence fet 
down in the Committee's {imate will provide but a poor and inade- 
quate compenfation. | 

Thatfuch is a faét, the Manufaéturers can prove, they have at 
iffcrent times fuftained, by asmomentary explofion, damages, from 
one thoufand to eight thoufand pounds. 

Ifthe Reeort be found not always correét on the fabject of 
Saltpetce, it is much lefs fo, when it undertakes to give information 
ref(pecting other articles, 

In Page 11, the alfertion that 18 /. per ton had been the higheft 
rate of Brimflone for fome years, isa miftake, and as for Charcoal 
(fince the improvements in ahe manufacture of Powder) that ingre- 
dient, when properly prepared for the fuperior forts, is at an ad- 
vance of more than a thou/and percent. inftead of fifty per cent. as 
quoted in che Page juft mentioned. Ie may be added, that wages, 
together with every article and utenfil needful for the repairs, ufe, 
and maintenance of the works, have progreffively increafed from 
year to year, which may be readily believed by molt perfons from 
their general knowledge, without being intimately acquainted with 
this particular Manufacture. 

Thefe matters are merely hinted, to point out the fcanty know- 
ledge manifefted by the Report on the fubje& under difcuftion. 

Another enhancement of coft in the purchafe of the raw material, 
it may not be improper to mention, though it had nearly efcaped 
the notice of the manufacturer, from not having been reminded of 
it by the Report. 

When the Act of Parttament had reftricted the Company 
from putting up Salepetce to fale at higher rates than 355, in time 
of peace, and 40s. in time of war, men of plain urderitandings 
would imagine, that the purchafers could not be made to pay more 
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than the prices limited by that aé; however, a very neat contri- 
vance (which muft do honour to the projeétors in the eyes of the 
Public) was made ufe of at September's fale 1792, not to raife the 
price, but only to take from the pockets of the Saltpetre purcha- 
fers, a little more moncy than they were aware could be demanded 
ofthem. A tare of £8 pounds per.treble, and 14. pounds per double 
Gunnybag, had been allowed for time immemorial, and had alfo 
been allowed at March fale 1792, which was fubfequent to the 
paffing of the Act that limited the prices ; butat the September 
fale following, this cuftomary allowance of tare, was reduced 6 
pounds on each fort of Bags (amounting to a difference of 600 
pounds weight on every lot of Petre) and at the average price of 
thar fale, the lofé fuftained by fuch reduction, arnounted to 3s. per 
hundred weight. if this meafure be /ega/, and within the meaning 
of the Act of PARLIAMENT, it mult be inferred, that the Lecis- 
Laturr did notintend 315, to be the aétual limit, but fore higher 
price, ar the difcretion ofthe Company, and which may be made 
ftitl higher in effect at another fale, if the Company should think 
fit farther to curtail this reduced allowance, 

When the amount of difference is reckoned on the purchafe of 
Saltpetre for a twelvemonth’s confumption, it will be found an ob- 
jest of importance to the Manufaéturer ; but a lofs of greater mag- 
nitude is hkely to fall on him, in the courfe of the prefent year, 
arifing from the Cumrasy having failed to put up a fingle Bag of 
Petre for fale, in the month of March, according to known cuftom. 
The confequence is, that large and expenfive eftablifhinents mu 
be kept up and maintained, thomzh the works will in avery fhort 
time be totally deftiture of employ for want of tus effential 
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To the public, the lofs is flill more material ; for without the 
Manvfacturer can obtain relief from the Lorps of the Councit, 
asthe Company have declined putting up a fufficient quantity, in 
a few weeks, there will not be the leaft fupply for 

Private Ships of War, 
Merchant Ships, : 

Or for any of the opulent and vaft mines in Wales, Cornwall, 
Derbyfhue or Scotland, which, without the aid of Gunpowder» 
muft neceffarily fland fill. 

That part of the Public, who may be pleafed to favour thefe re- 
mails with a perufal, will determine, whether a difpaffionate 
reader of the Reror’ can charge it, or no*, with bringing forward 
alii tions not. proved, with erroneous calculations, and with mif- 
fiacements. In the way of recapitulation it may not be improper 
to urge Uhat, 

The Report has quoted prices of powder, not according with 
the actual terms of fale at fome of the periods named; and then 
infinuated, withour explanation, that higher prices than thot given 
in, were charged to the Comvany and to Owners of Suis, tend- 
ing thereby: to miilead the unwary reader with the notion thar 
only one fort of Powder is fabricated, and that the Venders had 
commutted a fiaud on the purchalers. 

‘The Rerorr then forms an arbitrary fale of materials (wide of 
the truth) from which the. Manufacturers are judged, and it is 
roundly alerted, that they “ have pever done juttice to the hberal 
conceffions in their favour"—From chat falf feale, fa. 
are drawn, and the difference in value of raw.materials is mi Jus:./, 
greadly againtt the Manufadturers. 

Awornen Fstimare is then brought forward, which betrays 
an unbecoming eageroe!s to depreciate the chara? rs of the 

Manet \cTuRers 
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Manuracturgns, by attempting to rate the colts and rifks ut 
workmanship; and the misfortune is, thet they are liable to fut- 
fer in the opinion of the public, in exaét proportion to the Isck 
of knowledge and trurb, difplayed in a calculation which the Re- 
port has the boldnefs to affere ‘ is, confidered as a moft ainple 
allowance."* 

The Powder-Maker is charged with pocketing a bounty of 
44. 6d. which the Merchant himfelf always received, and the 
Report has not the candour to add, that the Act of Panta 
mext which directed the ultimate reduction in the price ot 
Petre, at the fame time took off 75. 6d. out of 75. gd. duty, on 
that article, which had been formerly paid,-and- the Acr farther 
dire€ted thet the bounty on powder fhould no longer be al- 
lowed, 

When it is afferted that the Company's Petre has not for 
many years refracted on an average ¢ per cent. proof is pro- 
duced (fiom their own publications) that of 42,874 bag’ put up 
for fale, more than fixteen fevenceenths of that quantity was at 
greater refralions than § per cent. 
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The ManufaQurers, in the courle of their experience, recolle® 
one or two inflances of Petre being delivered to them refract- 
ing not more than g per cent.; but on the other hand, vey 
have carfe to remember how many parcels they have received at 
Luge icfractions, varying upwards to £8} per cent. Proofs of 
which could eafily be furmbhed, if not to the fatisfaGion of the 


Comnittiec; at leaft, that could not be contradicted, 
The 
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The Manvracturers truft they have now completely an- 
{weredl the printed Repart of the Commitrzs of Warznousss, 
figned by mine Dinecrors of the Honourase THe Bast In- 
ota Company. They truft that they have proved, that fo far 
from wifhing or intending to injure the Public, they themfelves 
are a part of that Public whom the Company kindly ufed for a 
fiatking-borfe, the better to effect their benefit alone. 

The Manovfaéturers hold it their duty, very folemnly to de- 
clare, that they were fatisfied with the Act of Partiament 
which ordered Saltpetre to be put up at gis. They were dife 
farisfied only when the Company entirely fruftrated the inteucions 
of the LeoisLaturg.by the mode adopted at their fales, which, 
from not putting up a fufficient quantity to anfwer the demand, 
sendered the Acr of Partiament ineffe@ual. The Manvfac- 
curer, and in confequeace, the Pustic, receiving no advantage 
from an Acr evidently defigned for their benefit. Ic has been 
requefled, on the part of the Manuwacrurexs, they might be 
allowed she fiberty of importing it themfelves;—which, as the 
Comvany think it “ a very lofing trade,” they can have no ob- 
ection to give up. Such is’ the with the Manufs@urers  pre- 
fume to entertain before your Loxpsiips. 

In regard to the printed Report, they can only fay—that when 
the Hloxovrasie tite Kast Ispra Comviny chofe to defcend 
fiom their high ftation to atrack the humble works of the Ma- 
nutacturers, to ‘enter into their private concerns, to alperfe their 
charaGers, and kindly to attempr to ruin ther trade—perhaps 
at might have been expeéted, that foinething like accurate calcw- 
jasion—fomething refembling knowledge of the duyjinefs, and fome- 
thing approaching to regard for the Pudlic, might have been 
fhewn by them. 
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But the Dinecrons are more difinterefted far;—and gallantly 
flighting all thefe advantages, they truft the attack to fome 
zealous CueRx, who, with more aétivity than difcretion, requeits 
the Directors to fet their hands to his miftakes As there are 
many Direflors, perhaps he thinks the errors fhonld be many 
likewife ; and he compliments.each DireGtor with, at leaft, a 
dozen pieces of mifinformation. 

Againft fuch vague and unfupported calumnies, the Manu- 
FacTuRERS prefume to think too laboured a reply not neceflary i 
but fome reply, perhaps, it was their duty to make; for as the 
name and caufe of the Public were artfully implicated in the 
printed Report, and vic Maaufacturers were reprefented as im- 
pofing on that Public—a fenfe of their own honour, and a jult 
refpeét for the public opinion, called upon them for a jutti- 
beation, 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Sisce the above was written, the Court of Direftors have de- 
Clared, that they will put up to fale, on the joth of April, 
goco bags of Saltpetre. Such a petty quantity cannot be acs 
knowlediped by the various Confumers as a /upply, when the ftock 
in prvaty hands is known to be exhaufted. And if each indivi- 
dual Confumer fhould indulge the hope, that by contention aad 
an advanced price, he may get his fmall proportion of what is 
offered to public fale, that proportion (if tecured) could not find 
more than a few days employment for each manufactory. 

The Court of Direétors do alfo declare, “ that they referve 
to themfelves the liberty of felling a farther quantity of Salt 
petre at their prefenc March fale, if they frould judge it ex- 
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pedient fo to do.” The matt common obferver could here re- 
mark, that if only friall quantities are to be put up, and thofe 
to be parcelled out ac different times in the courfe of each half 
year, the late Acr ‘of PArsramenr is thereby rendered nu- 
gatory: it matters not whether the Petre be put at one shilling, 
or at one and thirty Shillings, for this mode of fupplying the 
Public muft effectually fecure (what the Report appears to hold 
in fuch deteftation) an exorbitant profit to the Company, 


Signed, on behalf of himfelf 
‘And the ret of the Gunpowder-Makers, 


Apwil a5, 1793. EDMUND HILL. 


THE END, 


